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U.S.: TEXAS GIVES GO-AHEAD
FOR TWO WASTE DUMPS

The Texas State Legislature has just given the go-ahead for the first new so-called “low-level” radioactive
waste disposal sites to be realized in the United States in decades. The two disposal sites will hold wastes
from nuclear weapons production and commercial producers (mainly nuclear energy). The proposed dump
sites in Andrews County are located on top of the Ogallala aquifer, the largest in the U.S.

(589.5525) Texas Radiation Online -
Projected to open in 2008, the site
would have two dumps: one for
federal nuclear weapons waste with
an initial capacity of 162 million
cubic feet (4.6 million cubic meters)
and one for commercial radioactive
waste (primarily from nuclear
energy) from the Texas Compact (1).

A “Compact” consists of a number of
states which store radioactive waste
from their territories in a disposal
site in one of the states, in this case
Texas.

The Compact currently includes
Texas, Maine and Vermont, but
Maine will be leaving in 2004. Not
only could other states replace
Maine, but both dumps could end up
accepting additional radioactive
waste from the entire nation due to
legal loopholes.

Equivalent to a football field over 280
stories tall (2), the original capacity of
the federal weapons dump would be
60 times that projected for the
commercial dump over its 35-year
term (3).

level” and transuranic) waste
processing facility.

Andrews is approximately forty miles
from the Waste Isolation Pilot Project
(WIPP, the U.S.' first deep geologic
repository for nuclear waste) in
Carlsbad, New Mexico. It has been
suspected that WCS seeks to become
a companion site to WIPP, as WCS has
increased the handling of transuranic
waste, and plans to expand by adding
services elsewhere in nuclear fuel
chain.

Aquifer and earthquake risks

An environmental assessment was
never conducted prior to issuing
WCS’s radioactive processing license,
despite serious suitability questions.
The proposed site, located in An-
drews County, is dug into the Ogal-
lala formation, which resides about
30-40 feet below the surface (4).

The Ogallala is the largest aquifer in
the United States, extending through
Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma,
Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming,
Nebraska, and South Dakota.

Without producing evidence,

the material present at their site is
indigenous to another formation over
350 miles away, not the Ogallala (5).

This claim was never questioned on
record by the State Bureau of
Radiation Control. Later, WCS was
formally criticized by the University
of Texas on hydrology (6).

In response WCS changed their story
a second time, and produced a
geological survey which claimed that
the Ogallala was “partially there”,
not absent.

In the 1980s, Andrews County was
rejected by the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) in screenings for siting
a high-level radioactive waste
repository, due to the presence of the
Ogallala. The state’s now-defunct
Disposal Authority additionally had
rejected the County in 1987 for siting
a “low-level” radioactive waste dump
for nuclear energy waste (7).

The area is also seismically active
with 18 seismic events counted
within a 30 mile radius (48
kilometers). Of these, the latest
occurred on 2 June 2001 at a depth of






